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January 4th 1956 was the day I started at Goodyear 
- I spent forty-four years there. I joined the trolleybus 
queue by the Clifton Cinema in Sedgley. The fare to 
Wolverhampton was 5d (2 1/2p), standing room only. 
It was a frosty day and if the poles didn't come off or 
the frost wasn't creating flashing on the wires, you got 
to town and then onto the bus to the Goodyear plant, 
Bushbury.  

 
The labour officer, Jack Salter, got my paperwork  
together and escorted me to the Squad Office for the 
Training Scheme, a kind of Apprenticeship. I made 
my way with Mr Salter (note the emphasis on the ‘Mr’ 
then) through the tyre room. I'll always remember 
with affection the buzz of the motors as the tyre  
builders trod a pedal to rotate the tyre-building drums 
to apply beads, plies and treads to make up the 
tyres. I also recall the smell of the rubber compounds 
- it was great.  

I was taken up past the Tube Room where the inner 
tubes were extruded and men were covered in white 
powder - talc. I found out later that it was used for the 
inside of the extruded tube to stop sticking whilst hot. 
Then up a flight of stairs to the Squad Office. There’d 
been a flood during the night and the first job I was 
given was to get rid of the water, so I was handed a 
brush and told to brush it away. After waiting around a 
while I was taken to my first posting which was in the  
Bailey Bridge building - the Returned Goods  
Department, containing tyres returned for scrapping 
or retreading.  

Over a career of forty-four years I moved all through 
Goodyear's different departments and finished my 
Goodyear career looking after the Engineering 
Stores, fifty yards from Bailey Bridge where I started 
all that time ago in the 50s. On my final day, there'd 
been a flood there overnight. I got a brush and 
brushed away. There's progress for you!  


