
	
 

 
 

 
 

 
	

	
	
	 	

Places of entertainment: there were many more places 
of live entertainment in the 1920s than there are today - 
as evidenced by these ads that appeared weekly on the 
front of the Herald.  

Coal was the main source of 
power, domestic and industrial. It 
cost 33s 6d to order a ton of coal 
for delivery to Sedgley from the 
Earl of Dudley’s Baggeridge 
Colliery – now part of Baggeridge 
Village, a new housing estate.   

1920s 

Dr	Ballenden	was	the	GP	for	
Sedgley	in	the	1920s.		He	
attended	this	incident	where	
a	lady	fell	downstairs	in	her	
home.			

A	drunk	fights	at	the	Duke	
William	on	Christmas	Eve.		
A	member	of	the		‘salt	
fraternity’	picks	a	fight	with	
carol	singers	at	the	Duke	
William	pub	on	Christmas	
Eve	1925,	ending	up	before	
Sedgley	Police	Court.		

The	Annual	
MU	concert	
1926,	held	in	
the	old	Parish	
Hall	in	Dean	
Street	featured	
the	‘Melodeans	
Concert	Party’	
from	Lower	
Gornal.			

1926		



	
	 	

1920s 
The	Annual	Vestry	Meeting	.		
The	Dudley	Herald	used	to	cover	the	
Annual	Church	Meeting	in	detail.		

What	is	surprising		nearly	100	
years	on	is	the	familiar	nature	of	
the	business	of	the	annual		vestry	
meeting	–	eg	election	of	
churchwardens	and	sidespersons.		
The	‘mission	churches’	are	
mentioned	-	St	Andrew’s		and	St	
Barnabas	-	which	was	in	Gospel	
End	and	has	now	been	converted	
to	a	private	house.				

1929		
Two	cinemas	in	Dudley	town	
centre	–	the	Empire	and	the	
Castle.	

Mr	Fithern,	a	Sedgley	magistrate	
for	21	years,	died	in	1929	and	
tributes	were	paid	to	him	at	Sedgley	
Police	Court.	

Sedgley	Parish	Church	Sunday	
Schools	Kindergarten	prizegiving.	
120	scholars	given	books	.	Revd	
Alcock,	the	curate	was	the	‘General	
Superintendent’.		

The	Dowager	Countess	of	
Dudley	dies	–	funeral	at	
Himley	Church.	Widow	of	
the	Earl	of	Dudley	who	
died	in	1885.		



	
	
	

	
	
	

1929		
The	illness	and	death	of	Revd	Dr	TG	Swindell	
dominated	the	year	1929.	First	his	wife	became	
seriously	ill	with	influenza,	then	in	the	autumn	
he	fell	ill	and	eventually	died.	He	had	been		vicar	
of	All	Saints	for	41	years	and	his	death	marked	
the	passing	of	an	era	in	the	life	of	the	church	and	
village.		

The	article	in	the	
Herald	reveals	the	
dynamic	nature	of	
Revd	Dr	Swindell’s	
first	ministry	at	Holly	
Hall	in	Dudley,	
where	he	succeeded	
in	building	a	new	
church	–	St	
Augustines.			

Revd	Dr	Swindell’s	achievements	while	vicar	
of	All	Saints’	are	detailed.		

The	details	of	the	funeral	and	the	
burial	in	Gospel	End	Street	
cemetery.		


