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FAMILIES	AND	PROMINENT	PEOPLE	



LOCAL	HISTORIANS		
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SPORTS	PERSONALITIES		



Bobby	
Thompson	
		Bobby	joined	Wolves	as	a	youngster	in	1959	and	
signed	
professional	forms	in	July	1961.	His	debut	was	
in	1962	
and	he	played	for	them	throughout	the	60s,	
making	278	
appearances	in	the	latter	years	of	Stan	Cullis’s	
16-year	
managerial	reign.	
His	best	finish	with	Wolves	was	5th	in	the	First	
Division	in	
1962-3.	He	made	the	first	of	eight	international	
appearances	for	England	in	the	8-3	Home	
International	
victory	over	Northern	Ireland	in	November	
1963.	In	1969	

The	Sportsmen	was	a	sports	shop	opened	by	
Eric	Morecambe.	Dave	Fereday	the	golfer,	and	
Bobby	Thompson	were	the	owners.	



Phil	Parkes		
Lived	in	Monument	
Lane,	Sedgley.		

Beginning	his	football	career	
at	Walsall,	turning	
professional	in	1968,	he	made	
over	50	appearances	in	the	
Black	Country	before	moving	
to	London,	signing	for	Queens	
Park	Rangers	for	£15,000	in	
June	1970.	His	QPR	debut	was	
on	Saturday	22	August	1970	in	
a	3–1	defeat	at	home	to	
Leicester	City.	

He	was	a	pupil	at	Dormston	
School	from	September	1961	to	
December	1965.	



Tommy	Postlethwaite	–	Snooker	Champion		



SEDGLEY	FAMILY	BUSINESSES	



The	Slater	family	of	Sedgley		
Shoe	Box	

Mom	and	Dad	ran	the	Shoe	Box	in	
Bilston	St	from	1959-86.		

Dad	used	to	take	me	down	to	
Molineux	on	game	days.(Had	his	
own	workshop	right	next	to	the	
tunnel,	where	we	could	stand	on	
the	bench	and	watch	the	game)	
Remember	getting	a	match	ball	
from	the	Wolves,	signed	by	all	of	
the	players	!	Of	course,	what	did	I	
do	?	Kicked	it	around	the	streets	
and	wore	off	the	signatures	!	The	
Doog,	Waggy,	would	have	made	a	
nice	piece	of	memorabilia	now	!	



The	Slaters’	
Shoe	Box		
in	Bilston	
Street	in	
the	1980s	



The	Huband	
family	ran	the	
Wimbush	shop	in	
High	Street	
Sedgley.		

Frances	Huband,	
who	lived	above	the	
shop	

The	Huband	Family	-	Cakes	



The	late	Chris	Egginton’s	family	
ran	Egginton’s	pharmacists	in	
the	Bull	Ring	
Sedgley	from	around	the	turn	
of	the	last	century	until	the	
1970s.	
Beginning	as	a	dispensing	
chemist,	the	business	later	
expanded,	
latterly	becoming	a	local	
department	store	-	at	one	
stage	it	even	
boasted	a	coffee	lounge.		

The	Egginton	Family	–	
Chemists	in	the	Bull	Ring	



The	
Cartwright	
family	
newspaper	
business	in	
Dudley	
Street		

Charlie	Cartwright’s	
Newsagents	business	



The	Butler	Family	of	
1	Bull	Ring	–	
Drapers;	Musicians			
Family	lived	at	1	Bull	Ring	since	1881	
(census)	-	till	late	1930s;	run	by	
Butler	sisters	(Elizabeth?;	Annie;	
Mary)	until	sold	to	Hartills	Butchers	
	
Sydney	Butler	became	a	famous	
operatic	tenor;	and	founded	Sedgley	
Operatic	Society	
	



Atkins	Undertakers.		
14	High	Holborn,	
Sedgley.		
	
“Most	
kids	had	paper	rounds,	but	my	part-
time	job	then	was	to	
help	with	the	removal	of	bodies	-	not	
for	the	faint-hearted!”	
	
My	roots	have	always	been	firmly	
planted	in	Sedgley.	I	
didn't	carry	on	with	my	father’s	
business,	as	I	didn’t	really	
feel	it	was	quite	the	thing	for	a	young	
lad	to	do.	I	took	up	
hairdressing	and	have	continued	with	
this	throughout	my	
life.	I	haven't	moved	far	from	High	
Holborn,	as	I	now	trade	
in	the	Bull	Ring.	
My	business,	Oliver	Twist	Hair	Design,	
has	been	trading	
in	Sedgley	for	22	years.		



“We’ve	been	in	the	cycle	trade	in	Sedgley	since	1895	–	
the	
oldest	surviving	business	in	the	village.	BD	Price	
Superstore	was	built	in	1987/88	on	the	site	of	the	
terraced	
house	where	I	was	born	in	1940.	
At	the	time	we	were	based	in	High	Street	in	what	is	now	
the	Coop	Funeral	Services	shop.	Shopfitters	installed	
some	of	the	shelving	and	we	brought	peg	boarding	
across	
from	the	old	shop.	We	ran	the	two	shops	in	parallel	for	
about	a	week	until	we	were	ready	transfer	operations	
to	
High	Holborn.	
The	toy	section	of	our	business	began	in	around	
1962/3	.	“	

Dan	Price	-	BD	Price	Toy	
and	Cycle	Superstore		



The	Brookes	Family	–		Tools	and	
industrial	machining	Tools		

Graham	Brookes,	Janet	
Brookes,	Roger	Fellows,	Alan	
Brookes	

Began	trading	in	1904.	The	
family	company	continued	
through	sons	and	grandsons.	
They	made	woodworkers’	
tools;	also	machine	tools	for	
industry.		

“	Janet	still	lives	in	the	house	in	gospel	end	st	
do	u	remember	they	had	a	train	that	run	right	
across	the	front	of	the	two	houses	loved	it	
wen	we	were	children	Mrs	Brooks	was	a	
really	lovely	lady	I	used	to	serve	her	when	I	
worked	in	Robinson’s	fruit	an	flower	shop	she	
was	always	so	nice”	



The	Whitmore	family	of	Spout	House	
Farm	Cotwall	End	Road	

John	Nickolds		”My	Dad	worked	at	Spout	house	
farm	for	Reg	and	Alice	Whitmore	in	the	50s”	

	 		

Q:What	was	your	family’s	connection	with	Spout	House	Farm?	
I	was	born	in	1926	on	the	farm	itself.	It	belonged	to	my	dad	(who	was	called	Reg)	
and	
mum,	and	before	they	had	it,	my	grandfather	had	it.	My	family	name	is	Whitmore.	
My	
grandfather	had	Spout	House	Farm,	and	what	we	called	‘Top	Farm’	on	Sandyfields	
Road,	
also	called	Greenhill	Farm.	
Q:Would	your	grandfather	have	owned	those	farms	in	Victorian	times?	
Yes,	I	would	say	so.	My	grandfather	bought	Spout	House	Farm	from	the	Law	family,	
who	
had	owned	it	for	generations.	
Q:	What	kind	of	farm	was	Spout	House?	
It	was	a	dairy	farm	mainly.	We	grew	vegetables,	potatoes	and	wheat	too	and	other	
foodstuffs	to	feed	the	cows	with.	It	was	‘organic’	in	those	days	-	there	was	none	of	
this	
‘patent’	stuff	until	later	on	(ie	chemicals	for	killing	weeds).	Years	ago,	we	used	to	go	
up	and	
down	the	rows	with	a	hoe,	to	get	the	weeds	out	–	you	didn’t	get	anything	out	of	a	
bottle	
then.	We	had	a	man	who	would	do	it.	



The	Field	family	
butchers’	
business	in	Bull	
Ring	Sedgley.		



PUB	LANDLORDS	



Geoffrey	
Bangham	
Landlord	of	The	
Swan	in	the	
1980s	

�”A	real	
character	!	He	
kept	The	Royal	
Oak	at	Hilton	for	
some	years	and	
also	
Quarterhouse	
on	Compton	
Road	and	
indeed	was	a	
great	host�”	

Abdull	Patell:		“I	got	banned	and	called	an	"article"	more	than	once,	
but	so	did	a	lot	of	young	fellas	who	drank	in	the	swan	lol”	



POLITICIANS		



Councillor	Alan	Hickling		
	
Mrs	Muriel	Hickling’s		‘Elizabeth	
Cooper’	Clothes	Shop	at	the	corner	
of	High	Street	and	Bilston	Street	

Manufacturing	Chemist.	Used	old	stable	
block.	Supplied	snuff	to	Alfred	Preedy;	
made	first	marker	pen;	started	Dormston	
Trading	Estate;	Sedgley	UDC	Chairman	
1962		

Interested	in	theatre	organs.	Wurlitzer	from		
Gaumont	Walsall;	replaced	by	larger	
Wurlitzer	from	City	Cinema	Leicester.			



EDUCATION		



Former	Dormston	
Headteacher	Barbara	
O’Connor	who	was	
the	driving	force	
behind	getting	the	
theatre	and	sports	
hall	(The	Dormston	
Centre)	built	at	
Dormston,	opening	in	
April	2000.	

Barbara	
O’Connor	



‘Hughie’	McLeod	-	
Headmaster	of	
Queen	Victoria	
School	
1920s-1950s				1937	

1940	



COMMUNITY	FIGURES	



Lil	Parton		
	
My	mum’s	first	garden	party	was	held	in	1976.	
It	was	
my	father	Jack	Parton’s	who	first	suggested	it,	
to	raise	
money	for	the	restoration	of	the	bells	at	All	
Saints’.	
Revd	John	Linford	undertook	a	sponsored	walk	
with	his	
brother	along	the	entire	length	of	Offa’s	Dyke	
for	the	
same	purpose	the	following	year.	
For	the	next	ten	years	Mum	opened	her	
garden	to	the	
public,	ending	in	around	1986;	the	events	were	
in	fact	a	
cross	between	a	fete	with	stalls	and	a	garden	
party	with	
tea	and	cakes.		



“1st	Sedgley	Scouts	started	in	1910,	but	it	took	
67	years	
before	we	had	our	own	headquarters.	The	site	
we	
chose	was	in	Ladies	Walk,	at	the	far	end	of	
what	is	
now	Coop	car	park.	We	obtained	the	lease	
from	
Dudley	Corporation	in	1970	and	opened	
Jubilee	Hall	
on	5th	November	1977.	“	

George	Cox	MBE			

Military	service	in	World	War	II	with	the	Royal	
Marines,	long	career	with	Mander’s	in	Heath	
Town,	Wolverhampton	;	award	of	his	MBE	by	
Her	Majesty	the	Queen	at	Buckingham	Palace	
in	2009	for	services	to	the	Sedgley	community.	



His	enthusiastic	leadership	and	
participation	in	the	Morris	Men's	
dances	was	a	shining	example	to	
everyone	of	how	it's	possible	to	
keep	oneself	fit	and	active	in	
retirement.		
	
He	was	also	very	active	in	arranging	
and	dancing	at	the	village's	May	
Festival,	when	local	children	dance	
around	the	Maypole	in	Vicar	Street	
Gardens.		
	

Mike	Edwards	– 
Sedgley	Morris	
Men	



Douglas	Smith	
passed	away.	Amongst	his	many	
achievements	was	
his	lifelong	passion	and	dedication	to	
bell	ringing	at	
All	Saints',	Sedgley.	He	was	a	
campanologist	for	66	of	
his	83	years	and	the	tower	captain	
here	at	Sedgley	for	
37	years.		

Doug	Smith	–	
Tower	Captain,	
All	Saints’	
bellringers	



WELL	KNOWN	LOCAL	FAMILIES		



THE	WEDGE	FAMILY	
OF	HALL	STREET		



LAND	AND	PROPERTY	OWNERS	



Homer	family,	a	prominent	‘dynasty’	of	
landowners	in	Sedgley,	
once	owned	‘The	Villa’	at	17,	Dudley	Street	
which	they	renamed	‘Dormston	House’	after	
the	Manor	the	
family	inherited	in	Worcestershire.		

The	Homer	
dynasty	

St	Nicholas’	Church	,	Dormston,	Worcestershire	



The	Homer	‘pedigree’		

Matt	has	looked	into	Matt	Homer’s	ancestry,	in	particular	a	
Captain	John	Homer,	a	sea	captain	who	sailed	from	Bristol	and	
eventually	settled	in	Boston	in	the	17th	century.	



The	Tinsley	Family	and	‘The	Limes’		

The	Limes	was	built	by	the	Tinsleys	in	around	
1851,	shortly	before	Thomas	Tinsley	died,	
probably	from	cholera.	His	wife	Eliza	carried	on	
the	family	business,	expanding	it	dramatically	
to	the	point	where	she	employed	over	4,000	
outworkers	in	Cradley	Heath	in	1871.	



The	Limes	
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