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FAMILIES AND PROMINENT PEOPLE




LOCAL HISTORIANS
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SPORTS PERSONALITIES



Bobby

Thompson

Bobby joined Wolves as a youngster in 1959 and
signed

professional forms in July 1961. His debut was
in 1962

and he played for them throughout the 60s,
making 278

appearances in the latter years of Stan Cullis’s
16-year

managerial reign.

His best finish with Wolves was 5th in the First
Division in

1962-3. He made the first of eight international
appearances for England in the 8-3 Home
International

victory over Northern Ireland in November
1963. In 1969

The Sportsmen was a sports shop opened by
Eric Morecambe. Dave Fereday the golfer, and
Bobby Thompson were the owners.



Phil Parkes

Lived in Monument
Lane, Sedgley.

Beginning his football career
at Walsall, turning
professional in 1968, he made
over 50 appearances in the
Black Country before moving
to London, signing for Queens
Park Rangers for £15,000 in
June 1970. His QPR debut was
on Saturday 22 August 1970 in
a 3—1 defeat at home to
Leicester City.

He was a pupil at Dormston
School from September 1961 to
December 1965.



Tommy Postlethwaite — Shooker Champion

( ‘/1(1”((5’(’({ d(l.\'.\‘ i”([(’(f([.’ writes Doug Francis //

Worverhampton. This imposed a discipline ove
ind above that required in the match itsell, While
John Parrott was able to mull over his defeat in a

choned nearby motel. Tommy Posticthwaite had

hurry back to Euston Station for the train

. irea wrney 1o the Midlands. His understanding

5 v employer had given him the time off but would

wpect him back at work the following morning

DIFFERENT WORLDS

wstiethwante had no ambitions of becoming a
professional, In any case the ory anisation of thy
1945 professional game bore litthe resemblance to

¢ 1983 model. The number of professionals was

small. Joe Davis had retired from Champlonship

hay. Walter Donaldson was the World C ham
O Fred Davis to become Champion had
vallen him with the contest being decided al

veral venus spread over time. Fred won 84-61
In 1983 Steve Davis defeated CHIT Thorbur:
15-6, the culmination of the now annual Cruacibi
Fheatre TV spectacular

In 19485 TV was in its infancy and video very
nuch a thing of the future, Yet this latter has
llowed the dedicated player the opportunity of
stndyving in depth, for example, the 1475 of Steve
Davis and CHIT Thorburn. The 147 Joe Davis
nade in 1955 has only been recorded by means of

written word

Parrot ind Postiethwaite, therelfors nh

| different snooker worlds, 1 hey were botl
5 mners-up in the Enghish Championship but
wre their paths diveragze, 1t would never have

1 toa Tommy Postlethwaite that he could
s hiving at piaving smooker: a Joha Parrott
wid ghtly feel that not enly should he be &
ember of the W.P.B.S.A. but that he could

Hin Lournaments [

Tommy Postlethwaiie ( photo by Maurice Ward)



SEDGLEY FAMILY BUSINESSES



The Slater family of Sedgley
Shoe Box

Mom and Dad ran the Shoe Box in
Bilston St from 1959-86.

Dad used to take me down to
Molineux on game days.(Had his
own workshop right next to the
tunnel, where we could stand on
the bench and watch the game)
Remember getting a match ball
from the Wolves, signed by all of
the players | Of course, what did |
do ? Kicked it around the streets
and wore off the signatures ! The
Doog, Waggy, would have made a
nice piece of memorabilia now !




The Slaters’
Shoe Box
in Bilston
Street in
the 1980s




The Huband Family - Cakes

The Huband
family ran the
Wimbush shop in
High Street
Sedgley.
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The Egginton Family -
Chemists in the Bull Ring

The late Chris Egginton’s family
ran Egginton’s pharmacists in
the Bull Ring

Sedgley from around the turn
of the last century until the
1970s.

Beginning as a dispensing
chemist, the business later
expanded,

latterly becoming a local
department store - at one
stage it even

boasted a coffee lounge.



Charlie Cartwright’s
Newsagents business

The
Cartwright
family
newspaper
business in
Dudley
Street



The Butler Family of
= 1 Bull Ring -

Drapers; Musicians

Family lived at 1 Bull Ring since 1881
(census) - till late 1930s; run by
Butler sisters (Elizabeth?; Annie;
Mary) until sold to Hartills Butchers

'
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l : ; | Sydney Butler became a famous
‘l operatic tenor; and founded Sedgley
Operatic Society
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Atkins Undertakers.
14 High Holborn,

Sedgley.

“Most

kids had paper rounds, but my part-
time job then was to

help with the removal of bodies - not
for the faint-hearted!”

My roots have always been firmly
planted in Sedgley. |

didn't carry on with my father’s
business, as | didn’t really

feel it was quite the thing for a young
lad to do. | took up

hairdressing and have continued with
this throughout my

life. | haven't moved far from High
Holborn, as | now trade

in the Bull Ring.

My business, Oliver Twist Hair Design,
has been trading

in Sedgley for 22 years.



Dan Price - BD Price Toy
and Cycle Superstore

“We’ve been in the cycle trade in Sedgley since 1895 —
the

oldest surviving business in the village. BD Price
Superstore was built in 1987/88 on the site of the
terraced

house where | was born in 1940.

At the time we were based in High Street in what is now
the Coop Funeral Services shop. Shopfitters installed
some of the shelving and we brought peg boarding
across

from the old shop. We ran the two shops in parallel for
about a week until we were ready transfer operations
to

High Holborn.

The toy section of our business began in around
1962/3 . “



HIGH QUALITY
Mfalld&&,bﬂmr

Moanufacturers of—
ALL STEEL SPOKESHAVES
BLOCK PLANES
METAL SMOOTH PLANES

JOINERS' SQUARES
JOINERS' BEVELS
TRY AND MITRE SQUARES, Etc., Etc. &

Specialists in
JIGS, TOOLS AND FIXTURES. GENERAL PRODUCTION MACHINING

SAMUEL BROOKES & CO

GOSPEL END STREET, recphone:
« SEDGLEY, NR. DUDLEY SEDGLEY 2233

The Brookes Family — Tools and
industrial machining Tools

Graham Brookes, Janet
Brookes, Roger Fellows, Alan
Brookes

Began trading in 1904. The
family company continued

through sons and grandsons.
They made woodworkers’

tools; also machine tools for
industry.

“Janet still lives in the house in gospel end st
do u remember they had a train that run right
across the front of the two houses loved it
wen we were children Mrs Brooks was a
really lovely lady | used to serve her when |
worked in Robinson’s fruit an flower shop she
was always so nice”



The Whitmore family of Spout House
Farm Cotwall End Road

Q:What was your family’s connection with Spout House Farm?

I was born in 1926 on the farm itself. It belonged to my dad (who was called Reg)
and

mum, and before they had it, my grandfather had it. My family name is Whitmore.
My

grandfather had Spout House Farm, and what we called ‘Top Farm’ on Sandyfields
Road,

also called Greenbhill Farm.

Q:Would your grandfather have owned those farms in Victorian times?

Yes, | would say so. My grandfather bought Spout House Farm from the Law family,
who

had owned it for generations.

Q: What kind of farm was Spout House?

It was a dairy farm mainly. We grew vegetables, potatoes and wheat too and other
foodstuffs to feed the cows with. It was ‘organic’ in those days - there was none of
this

‘patent’ stuff until later on (ie chemicals for killing weeds). Years ago, we used to go
up and

down the rows with a hoe, to get the weeds out — you didn’t get anything out of a
bottle

then. We had a man who would do it.

John Nickolds "My Dad worked at Spout house
farm for Reg and Alice Whitmore in the 50s”




The Field family

butchers’
FIELD (Butchers) LTD | business in Bull

Ring Sedgley.




PUB LANDLORDS



Abdull Patell: “I got banned and called an "article" more than once,
but so did a lot of young fellas who drank in the swan lol”

Geoffrey
Bangham
Landlord of The
Swan in the
1980s

”A real
character | He
kept The Royal
Oak at Hilton for
some years and
also
Quarterhouse
on Compton
Road and
indeed was a
great host”




POLITICIANS



Councillor Alan Hickling

Mrs Muriel Hickling’s ‘Elizabeth
Cooper’ Clothes Shop at the corner
of High Street and Bilston Street

Manufacturing Chemist. Used old stable
block. Supplied snuff to Alfred Preedy;
made first marker pen; started Dormston
Trading Estate; Sedgley UDC Chairman
1962

Interested in theatre organs. Wurlitzer from
Gaumont Walsall; replaced by larger
Wourlitzer from City Cinema Leicester.




EDUCATION



Barbara
O’Connor

Former Dormston
Headteacher Barbara
O’Connor who was
the driving force
behind getting the
theatre and sports
hall (The Dormston
Centre) built at
Dormston, opening in
April 2000.
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‘Hughie’ McLeod -
Headmaster of
Queen Victoria

School
1920s-1950s



COMMUNITY FIGURES



Lil Parton

My mum’s first garden party was held in 1976.
It was

my father Jack Parton’s who first suggested it,
to raise

money for the restoration of the bells at All
Saints’.

Revd John Linford undertook a sponsored walk
with his

brother along the entire length of Offa’s Dyke
for the

same purpose the following year.

For the next ten years Mum opened her
garden to the

public, ending in around 1986; the events were
in fact a

cross between a fete with stalls and a garden
party with

tea and cakes.



George Cox MBE

“1st Sedgley Scouts started in 1910, but it took
67 years

before we had our own headquarters. The site
we

chose was in Ladies Walk, at the far end of
what is

now Coop car park. We obtained the lease
from

Dudley Corporation in 1970 and opened
Jubilee Hall

on 5th November 1977. “

Military service in World War Il with the Royal
Marines, long career with Mander’s in Heath
Town, Wolverhampton ; award of his MBE by
Her Majesty the Queen at Buckingham Palace
in 2009 for services to the Sedgley community.



Mike Edwards -
Sedgley Morris
Men

His enthusiastic leadership and
participation in the Morris Men's
dances was a shining example to
everyone of how it's possible to
keep oneself fit and active in
retirement.

He was also very active in arranging
and dancing at the village's May
Festival, when local children dance
around the Maypole in Vicar Street
Gardens.




Doug Smith -
Tower Captain,
All Saints’

bellringers

Douglas Smith

passed away. Amongst his many
achievements was

his lifelong passion and dedication to
bell ringing at

All Saints', Sedgley. He was a
campanologist for 66 of

his 83 years and the tower captain
here at Sedgley for

37 years.



WELL KNOWN LOCAL FAMILIES



THE WEDGE FAMILY
OF HALL STREET




LAND AND PROPERTY OWNERS



The Homer
dynasty

Homer family, a prominent ‘dynasty’ of
landowners in Sedgley,

once owned ‘The Villa’ at 17, Dudley Street
which they renamed ‘Dormston House’ after
the Manor the

family inherited in Worcestershire.

St Nicholas’ Church , Dormston, Worcestershire



The Homer ‘pedigree’

FEDIGREE OF NOMER FAMILY
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The Homer Dynasty

l. Pod Madnbm

W SpAl Ha e T * Charles Kemp Homer ‘Landed

'T:"'A"' ge Bedand Vomer e O ey Mmoo by
Matt has looked into Matt Homer’s ancestry, in particular a proprietor’ (1851) of Townsend House
* Frederick Augustus Homer of ‘The

Captain John Homer, a sea captain who sailed from Bristol and ila’ (P $lands and A 1871
eventually settled in Boston in the 17th century. illa” (Proprietor of Lands and Mines)
* John Twigg Homer of Dormston House




The Tinsley Family and ‘The Limes’
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4 The Limes was built by the Tinsleys in around
#1851, shortly before Thomas Tinsley died,

- probably from cholera. His wife Eliza carried on
the family business, expanding it dramatically
to the point where she employed over 4,000
outworkers in Cradley Heath in 1871.




The Limes and the Tinsleys

Before 1851 The Uimes was bulit on a plot known as Quarry Plece In 1844, The
plot west of it, named Limepit Plece, was owned by Theophilus Tinsley, a nail fac-
tor and licensee of the Leopard public house on Dudley Road, from which he ran
his business. Nall factors bought in small iron rods that were turned into nails by
workers at home. Factors paid nallers for their work, and sold their products on.

Eliza and Thomas Tinsley
Eliza Butler married Theophilus Tinsley’s son Thomas in 1839, Tho-
‘ mas prospered in the family’s line of business, and a splendid new
- house was bullt for them. Tragically, the eidest of their six children,
Elizabeth, died In May 1851, just before they moved In; the follow-
ing month, Thomas died suddenly. Within weeks, Eliza had begun to
run his company, and named the house The Limes, maybe punning
on Limepit Plece next to Iit. (A nearby house was already called The

.
Elza established a factory at Reddal

Hill, and by 1871 employed four thousand ‘men
and boys”. The company’s products were exported
all over the world. She lived at the house until her
death In 1882, QWWMMIMM
ness, She was a benefactor to local ch
sometimes working with her neighbour, F. .
Homer. Eliza, Thomas and two of their daughters
are buried in All Saints” churchyard.

Owners after the Tinsleys

Henry Fowler (1820-85) made his fortune as a colllery proprietor and Iron-master.  FEFIM)
He came from Bilston, then lived at Tettenhall, and bought The Limes only to-

wards the end of his life. His widow Eliza remained there with their son, Willam
Menry (1853-1920), until her death In 1889. When Willlam married in 1893, his

William Arthur Foster (1862-1919)
Arthur Foster (as he was known) grew up at Woodsetton House on Tipton Road
Me became a solicitor, with a In Wolverhampton

home for his bride. A governess for their

with the famidy in the 1911 In 1919,
wmmmwmmmmmwunmmsmnm
the Vicar Street cemetery, now a garden,

Eliza Gray Gibbons (1845-1929)

for over S0 years. The family lived at Bleak House on Dudley Road, next to pre-
sent-day Arcal Street. In 1898, she married the widowed John Uoyd Gibbons,
owner of Ellowes Hall, the finest house in the district. After he died in 1919, she
bought The Limes; her youngest brother, also a local doctor, already lived on the
other side of Dudiey Road at Holborn Lodge.

A sale catalogue, produced for the property’s auction following her death in 1929,
gives details of the house’s layout at that time. The marble-floored entrance hall
offered access to the drawing room (with bay window), dining room, idrary and
breakfast room. Oak stairs led to four bedrooms, and a bathroom with supplies of :
hot, cold and soft water. Loty ) S

Back (servants’) stairs.

Two bedrooms were also provided for Bve-in servants. They had their own Hall,
and worked in a 'Kitchen-Scullery’, Butier's Pantry, larders and cellars. Outside,
stables housed up to three horses, and a garage had been added with the advent
of the motor car. A two-bedroomed "Man's Cottage’ provided tied accommodation -
for a male employee, perhaps with a family. While the area that is now Coronation o A o
E:‘ummmwmmum.mmmmmmm WS e

(Induding roses), a greenhouse, a vinery and peach and melon houses, and . etk
S e

From private residence to council offices: the changing usage of The
The Fowler family Limes . (Pan of the house and garden from sales particutars when the Limes was put on sale in

Coronation Gardens (16, 17) were originally the front gardens to The
address was still The Limes, but between 1896 and 1900 they left to five with his | bkt URGTP VLU R RS LTI TE Ly 0 RV T R R LR Gl
wife Jessie’s family in Cheltenham, CLLLL SRR R NS L LR S R G RO LETLR oLl D L LT I Public Health. In 1970 the property was sold to com-

b LR 2 L R R L LR DU Ll puter company Compact 3000 who used it for its
marked as a 'cottage’in 1929 (22) was occupied by a retained firefighter.

R szl (23) was the entrance used by the Urban District council Parks and High- headquarters. Its last owner, BAAN Systems, vacated
1900 he married Editha Greville Prideaux, and bought The Limes as an impressive ot AL SRR TS ELD PN 020 AL SR U T DR RG TS LTS g

Wartime use, 1939-45 In 1936, Sedgley Urban District
‘s Council bought The Limes to use as additional offices. How-

26 F ever, by 1939 it was being used as the village's fire station
: T is and headquarters for the Auxiliary Fire Service, Fire Watch-
< Ny ers and Air Raid Patrol. Fire watchers used the tower to
Y look out for incendiaries dropped by German planes.
aget e/ /o - After the war, Sedgley Urban

ment used the walled garden
~ “and glass houses as a yard
and plant nurseries. After the council was abolished
in 1966, it was used by Dudley Council entirely for

the property in 2007, after which it was unoccupied

mdwgm aged 9 and 6, was iiving  LLTECMIEICTATET )R G URC T T IR GGG T WS T D F LG LT e M e ) | and became derelict until June 2012, when ROE De-

after Foster's tragic death, | [P originally a walled kitchen garden, used by Sedgley UDC as a yard

and plant nursery. The former "Vinery and Peach house’ and greenhouse

(25) were used for growing plants. (28) was the front entrance. To the

house. (29) was a wall where espalier pears grew.

Eliza was the daughter of John McNab Ballenden, who served Sedgley as a doctor | OB EZ2 ML RIQVE RN T LTI RO L R L ITES LR ER G new, detached houses are built on either side of the
(A )Drawing Room (B) Dining Room (C) Breakfast Room (D) Ubrary (E)

velopments began the conversion of the original
house into four large apartments. Four smaller new
apartments occupy the original stables area, and two

old house.

The Observatory One of the most distinctive parts of the Limes is the
Italianate tower. It's similar is design to towers at Osborne House, built
for Queen Victoria on the Isle of Wight in around 1845. Its original pur-
pose is uncertain: it's possible the tower was a later addition after the
main block was built. Victorian grand houses often included whimsical or
eccentric structures that indulged the owners’ penchant for the bizarre or
exotic. Workers at The Limes in the 1960s describe a set of mirrors on all
four walls, angled at 45 degrees on the ceiling cornice, and still referred
to the room as the ‘Observatory’. Sitting in the room (even allowing for
the windows) the mirrors provided a 360 degree panorama of the area.

To read more about the history and owners of The Limes go to:
www.gornalandsedgley.org.uk




