
Who	were	the	various	Cox	families	OF	SEDGLEY?		
	

	-THOSE	ASSOCIATED	WITH		
ALL	SAINTS’	CHURCH;		

	
-THOSE	WHO	LIVED,	WORKED	AND	TRADED	IN	THE	

VILLAGE?		

The	Magnificent	Cox	Families	of	
Sedgley	(Part	1)	



Starting	Point	–	All	Saints’	Choir	
photos		

•  All	Saints’	website	carries	a	set	of	choir	photos	
from	the	first	part	of	the	20th	century	

•  A	number	of	people	named	Cox	appear	in	All	
Saints’	Choir	photos.		

•  They	have	been	identified	by	Kennedy	Slater,	
who	sang	in	the	Choir	and	has	been	an	active	
member	of	All	Saints’	since	the	1940s.	



All	Saints’	Choir	photos		



All	Saints’	Choir	1919	
Arthur	Cox	



All	Saints’	Choir	1930s	
Enoch	Cox	Arthur	Cox	



All	Saints’	Choir	-	wartime	
Mr	E(noch)	Cox	



1950s	–	Choir	and	Servers	
Bob	Cox	



All	Saints’	Choir	1953	

William	Cox	



All	Saints’	Choir	1958-60	



All	Saints’	Choir	1963	
William	Cox	



All	Saints’	Choir	and	names	1963	
William	Cox	



All	Saints’	Choir	1968	

Bobby	Cox	



Choir	member	Ken	Slater	says:		
	
"In	1947	when	I	first	joined	the	choir	there	where	four	Coxes	among	the	men.	Jack	who	
left	to	move	to	South	Africa,	
William	(father	of	Margaret	Woodhall,	one	of	our	flower	ladies)	and	brothers	Arthur	and	
Stephen.	Stephen	retired	shortly	after	I	joined.	Both	are	on	one	of	our	choir	photos	c.
1945.	Arthur	gave	me	a	shilling	after	I	sang	my	first	BIG	solo!"	



The	18th	Century	



Nailer	Stephen	Cox	–	‘The	Sedgley	
Fireball	Incident’		



Early	references	–	the	Fireball	
incident,	1797		An	early	reference	is	made	to	a	Sedgley	nailer	Stephen	Cox	whose	family	was	involved	in	a	

bizarre	fireball	incident	in	1797.		In	his	article	for	Sedgley	Local	History	Society's	website,	
the	late	Trevor	Genge	speculated	that	Stephen	was	an	ancestor	of	Stephen	Cox	the	
Safemaker	of	Dudley	Road	Sedgley.		"On	Monday	April	23rd	1797,	in	the	afternoon	during	
a	violent	thunderstorm,	which	seems	to	have	been	general	throughout	Staffordshire	and	
Worcestershire,	a	ball	of	fire	came	down	the	chimney	of	Stephen	Cox,	a	nailor	of	Sedgley,	
at	the	time	he	and	his	wife	were	sitting,	and	their	child	was	sleeping	on	a	chair,	by	the	
fireside.	On	hearing	an	uncommonly	loud	clap	of	thunder	and	an	extraordinary	noise	in	the	
chimney,	the	mother	providentially	and	in	an	instant	snatched	up	the	child,	whereby	its	life	
was	saved,	as	the	pillow	upon	which	it	was	lain	was	much	scorched	and	many	of	the	bricks	
from	the	top	of	the	chimney	had	fallen	upon	and	about	it.	The	electric	fluid,	in	different	
directions,	passed	through	two	houses	adjoining,	in	one	of	which,	attracted	by	a	nail,	it	
penetrated	the	door	of	a	back	kitchen	and	forced	out	a	piece	of	the	door	(which	now	
appears	as	if	it	had	been	cut	out	with	a	knife)	and	partially	melted,	in	its	passage,	the	wards	
of	the	lock	and	the	key	which	was	in	it.	Part	of	the	lead	of	the	windows	of	all	the	three	
houses,	both	at	the	back	and	in	front,	was	likewise	melted,	and	a	piece	of	the	window	
frame	of	one	of	them	split	off."	



Burial:	Stephen	and	Martha	Cox	-	
Nailers	

Relict	=	Widow	
In	1797	Stephen	would	been	33	and	
Martha	28	



Burial	location	–	Stephen	and	Martha	
Cox	

All	Saints’	Churchyard		



Grave:	Stephen	and	Martha	Cox	



The	19th	Century		



1844	Sedgley	Parish:	Poor	Relief	
Register	and	Map		

•  The	Register	lists	every	resident	of	Sedgley	
alphabetically,	with	a	reference	number	
assigned	to	the	property	where	they	lived.	

•  All	properties	appear	on	a	map	compiled	by	
William	Fowler	in	1844	



Coxes	in	the	1844	Poor	Law	
Assessment	(1)		



Coxes	in	the	1844	Poor	Law	
Assessment	(2)		



1843	William	Fowler	Parish	Map	-	with	
property	reference	numbers	



1843	William	Fowler	Parish	Map	-	with	
property	reference	numbers	(1)	

1490	Richard	Cox		

1453	William	Cox		1488	Edward	Cox		

1471	Mary	Cox		

1450	Anthony	Cox		



Coxes	living	at	top	of	Bush	Bank	



1843	William	Fowler	Parish	Map	-	with	
property	reference	numbers	(2)	

1407	Benjamin	Cox		

1402	John	Cox		

1400	Richard	Cox		



1843	William	Fowler	Parish	Map	-	with	
property	reference	numbers	(3)	

1476	Elizabeth	Cox		



All	Saints’	Burials		
Phase	1:	All	Saints’	Churchyard	–	1600s	to	1808	

Phase	2:	Vicar	Street	graveyard	–	1808	to	1896	

Phase	3:	Gospel	End	Street	Graveyard	–	1896	to	1960	



18th/early	19th	century	
burials		



Oldest	Cox	burials	-	All	Saints’	
churchyard	

Reference	ON26	–	large	Edward	and	Mary	Cox	family	grave:	
interments	1799	onwards	



Oldest	Cox	burials	-	All	Saints’	
churchyard	

O.N.26	part	2	
Large	Edward	
and	Mary	Cox	
family	grave	



Plan	of	
All	Saints’	Churchyard		



Edward	and	Mary	Cox	and	family	



Oldest	Cox	burials	-	in	All	Saints’	
churchyard	

Benjamin	and	Jemima	Cox	
E14	–	1811-1829	



Burial	location	–	Benjamin	and	Jemima	
Cox	

All	Saints’	Churchyard		

Benjamin	and	Jemima	Cox	
E14	–	1811-1829	

W6	Eva	Elizabeth	Cox	



Oldest	Cox	burials	-	in	All	Saints’	
churchyard	

W6	Eva	Elizabeth	Cox	



Oldest	Cox	burials	-	in	All	Saints’	
churchyard	

Sarah	Cox	(husband	James)	–	a	child	mortality	aged	1	
year	6	months		–	parent	buried	with	daughter	



Burial	location	–	Sarah	Cox	and	
daughter	

All	Saints’	Churchyard	(1834;1837)	

Sarah	Cox	(husband	James)	–	with	a	child	mortality	
aged	1	year	6	months		–	parent	buried	with	daughter	


